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SUBJECT: HEALTH OF TITO AND KARDELJ 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE OFFERED AS COMMENTS BY YUGOSLAVS 
ON THE HEALTH OF TITO AND KARDELJ. 

2. AT DINNER EVENING SEPTEMBER 15 ATTENDED BY 

AMBASSADOR AND EMBASSY DOCTOR. DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF BELGRADE'S 
SECOND SURGICAL CLINIC TERMED TITO'S ILLNESS "HEPATIC 
INSUFFICIENCY." HE SAID THIS COULD BE HEPATITIS BUT THERE 
COULD BE OTHER CAUSES AS WELL; AND WITH A SHRUG OF HIS 
SHOULDERS SAID: "TUMORS COULD DO IT TOO." TITO IS 
APPARENTLY BEING CARED FOR IN SLOVENIA. 

3. EMBASSY DOCTOR PERSONALLY DOES NOT BELIEVE THE BELGRADE 
SURGEION WAS SPEAKING FROM ANY PARTICULAR INSIDE INFORMATION 
BUT WAS MAKING A PROFESSIONAL ASSESSMENT OF THE POSSIBILITIES 
OF THE CAUSES OF HEPATIC INSUFFICIENCY. 

4. USIS LOCAL EMPLOYEE, WHOSE WIFE IS A DOCTOR, ON THE 
OTHER HAND, TOLD PAO TODAY THAT DOCTOR FRIENDS OF HIS 
WIFE WERE SAYING THAT TITO IS NOT SICK AT ALL BUT IS JUST 
"DUCKING." 
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5. SAME BELGRADE SURGEON WHO MADE ABOVE COMMENTS ON TITO'S 
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HEALTH SAID FLAT OUT THAT KARDELJ HAS CANCER OF SIGMOID 
COLON. 

6. WE NOTE WESTERN PRESS HAS BEEN SPECULATING ABOUT EXACT 
MEANING OF ADJECTIVE "AKUTNA" USED IN SEPTEMBER 1 1 TANJUG 
ANNOUNCEMENT TO DESCRIBE TITO'S HEALTH. YUGOSLAVS SAY WORD 
IMPLIES A NON-CHRONIC PROBLEM WHICH COMES ON SUDDENLY AND IS 
SHARP BUT MAY OR MAY NOT BE SERIOUS. UNLIKE HANDLING OF KARDELJ'S 
PROBLEM WHERE THERE WAS A STEADY STREAM OF PUBLICIZED VISITORS 
TO HIS BED BUT LIKE HANDLING OF TITO S FLU CASE, THERE HAS 
BEEN NO FURTHER PUBLICITY ABOUT HIS WHEREABOUTS OR CONDITION. 

SILBERMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HEALTH, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 SEP 1976 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BELGRA06102 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760352-0412 
From: BELGRADE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760955/aaaabuuc.tel 

Line Count: 73 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20 MAY 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <14 SEP 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HEALTH OF TITO AND KARDELJ 

TAGS: PFOR, YO, (TITO, JOSIP BROZ), (KARDELJ, EDVARD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



